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AU researchers develop
robot to help healthcare staff
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Remote-controlled helper Bot designed to aid hospital staff
treating COVID-19 patients

CHENNAI: A team of students
and researchers of Anna Uni-
versity has designed and de-
veloped a robot to help health
officials in treating COVID-19
patients in the hospital.

The special features of the robot
AU-MIT Bot - include automated
delivery of food packets, water,
and medicine, The machine can
carry a payload of 40 kg and can
be remote-controlled from a dis-
tance of about 500 metres.

T Thyagarajan, Dean-MIT (Pro-
ject Coordinator) told DT Next
on Saturday that unlike other
robots, this machine features a
three-in-one option. While the
existing robots supply only food
packets to the patients, the robot
they designed not only has the op-
tion of automated delivery of food
packets, water and medicine, but
also has an inbuilt sanitiser that
would aid in spraying disinfect-
ant in the wards, said Thyagara-
jan,

The robot ensures the safety

of healthcare workers during the
reloading process, he said, noting,
“In addition, patient’s condition
can be monitored remotely using
a Wi-Fi-enabled camera.”

According to him, the sanitiser
unit is capable of holding seven
litres of disinfectant. “The disin
fectant can cover an area of about
two metres,” he said adding that
it can be controlled through a re-
mote controller.

An obstacle avoidance mecha-
nism has been incorporated in the
robot and the range is tuneable up
to 30 ¢m, Thyagarajan said. The
BOT covers a distance of about 25
metres in a minute, he added.

“After a successful demonstra
tion, the robot was handed over
to Dr R Narayana Babu, Dean,
Omandurar Government Medical
College and Hospital in Chennai,”
he said. Thyagarajan claimed that
the robot would be immediately
put to use at the government hos-
pital, and added that more such
machines would be supplied de-
pending on the requirement.

ANTIBIOGRAM DEVICE (UGC - UPE)
Pathogen ldentification-6 Hour
Accuracy(NABL)-99.07%
Supplied to Premier Hospitals(CMC
Vellore, Microbiology Lab-Coimbatore)

AU — MIT BOT (Society

driven)

Donated to Omanthurar Multi specialty
Govt. Hospital, Chennai



